[The comparative effectiveness of using basic preparations in the combined therapy of rheumatoid arthritis].
Comparison of the time-course of changes in the clinico-laboratory, x-ray and immunological findings in RA patients under the influence of the treatment with azathioprine (50 patients) sulfasalazine (42 patients) and their combination (48 patients) has demonstrated that the best effect (64.6%) may be provided by the use of combined therapy. Azathioprine and sulfasalazine should be administered in combination to patients with seropositive RA, systemic disease manifestations and a high laboratory activity as well as to patients with hormonal dependence. To reduce the number of untoward effects the indicated basic drugs should be applied in moderate doses.